
Rowing Captain Statement
Dear Coach Florin, Lan, Jules, and Fern,

I am not a loud person, but I am a strong one. I know that actions speak louder than
words, and for what I lack in volume I make up for in the quality of my character; specifically, I
believe my resilience, my ability to surpass obstacles and endure discomfort until my goals are
met, my strong communication skills, and my ability to get along with all types of personalities
would be incredibly valuable assets to the rowing team as a rowing team captain.

I am no stranger to hard work. In addition to my life on the team, I am an IB diploma
student taking the most rigorous course load my high school has to offer, as well as a member
of other extracurriculars and volunteer organizations with a total number of more than 150
volunteer hours. Maintaining balance within all of these organizations has not been easy, and I
have been tempted to give up on many occasions. That being said, I never give up; I have learned
that, no matter what, I can power through the rough patches to get to the better places on the
other side. So, when I see what needs to be done, whether that be racing through choppy
waters, finishing difficult assignments, or working toward a big goal one hour at a time, I have
and will get the job done, and I will do it right, even if there are bumps on the way. If I become
captain, I will use my perseverance to help the other members of the team do the same, and
use my communication and interpersonal skills to get there.

Finally, I am an analytical person. I believe my personal skill set, along with the talents of
the other two prospective captains, Patrick and Keira, ensures strong leadership and would
create a healthy environment for our rowers. Like the layout we have now, I hope you will
consider allowing the team to elect three captains, as each of us has committed to the team in
our own ways and have much to offer. I believe this three-person leadership would assist the
integration of newer rowers into the team, especially with the difficulties the pandemic has
created for students transitioning to high school. It's worked well this past year and I believe it
would work just as well next year. All and all, I hope you will consider me for nomination and
also the possibility of continuing the trend of three captains next year.

Thank you for this opportunity.

Sincerely, Markella Jahn


